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Multilingualism is widespread in the world today and it has some specific 

characteristics associated with globalization. This presentation focuses on an emergent 

paradigm in the study of multilingualism which is characterized by a holistic view of 

multilingual speakers’ linguistic repertoires and the softening the boundaries between 

languages. I will discuss what a true “Focus on Multilingualism” implies and how the 

concept of translanguaging can be applied to the acquisition of multilingualism in 

educational contexts. “Focus on Multilingualism” reinforces the learning processes by 

using the whole linguistic repertoire rather than avoiding the knowledge multilinguals 

have because of their own linguistic and educational background (Cenoz & Gorter 

2013, 2015). Translanguaging can refer both to spontaneous communicative practices 

among speakers or to planned instructional strategies used with a pedagogical purpose 

(Lewis, Jones & Baker 2012; García & Li Wei, 2014). Several examples of how 

pedagogical strategies based on Focus on Multilingualism and translanguaging can be 

used in the classroom will be shown. The last part of the presentation will look at the 

achievements and challenges the new emerging paradigm is facing. Although new ideas 

are being spread among researchers monolingual ideologies are very well established in 

multilingual educational contexts (Cummins 2017). Another important challenge is the 

need for empirical research that compares the effect of monolingual and multilingual 

pedagogical practices in language learning.  
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